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and it was not till the Khan's treachery was thus manifested that
Shivaji dealt the fatal blow. In those times the practice of treachery
on such occasions was a very common occurrence, and it may
be presumed that both Afzulkhan and Shivaji were prepared for
such a risk. Shivaji had on his side strong motives; he had his
brother's death and the desecration of the Tuljapur and Pandhar-
pur temples to avenge. He knew he was then unequal to face the
enemy in the open field. The success of all that he had achieved
and planned during the past twelve years depended on the result.
He had therefore stronger motives to effect his purpose by strata-
gem than his enemy. The personal character of the two men must
also be considered. The one was apparently vain and reckless,
while the other was supremely self-possessed and never beside
his guard. The arrangements that Shivaji had made for a surprise
of the Mahomedan army as soon as Afzulkhan was disposed of,
and the perfect confusion which followed the attack made by the
Marathas, also showed that while Shivaji was prepared to follow
up the result of the personal interview, Afzulkhan's people were
wholly unprepared to resist such an attack. These considerations
certainly lend support to the view to which Mr. Grant Duff has
given the weight of his authority. The fact may well be that where
botfo parties are mutually suspicious of each other, each may have
misjudged the most innocent notions of the other, and he who had
taken the least precautions naturally suffered for his folly. The
will to do mischief might have been equally operative on both
sides, though one was not prepared to take full advantage of the
situation as it developed itself to the same extent as the other was.
The fall of Afzulkhan led to the conquest of the countries south-
ward to Panhala and along the banks of the Krishna. A second
army sent by the Bijapur Government was defeated, and Shivaji
followed up the rout by pushing his army to the very gates of
Bijapur, while his generals captured Rajapur and Dabhol. A third
army was sent from Bijapur which besieged Panhala, while
Shivaji and his forces were resting in that fort. By the use of
^stratagem Shivaji made his escape to Rangana, while the
Bijapur army in pursuit was kept at bay in narrow' defile,
which might be described as Thermopylae of Maratha his-
tory guarded by Baji Prabhu and one thousand Mavlis,
who kept up the fight for more than nine hours till
they had lost three quarters of the men, and the gallant
Baji Prabhu, their commander, died at his post, but not
tffl he had heard the signal gun of Shivaji's safe arrival at Rangana.
A fourth expedition was led by the Bijapur king in person in
1661-1662, but no important advantage was gained, and the war